Ordinance 2025-25

Meeting of July 14, 2025


[image: image1.png]MountVernon




City Council
Meeting: 07/14/25 7:30 PM 

City of Mount Vernon
Dept: Land Use and Development 


Mount Vernon, OH  43050
Keener, Mahan




     Category: Lands 


Scheduled
Prepared By: Rob Broeren



Initiator: Todd Hill 


Ordinance 2025-25
DOC ID: 4268 
An Ordinance Authorizing and Creating Chapter 149 of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Mount Vernon, White-Tailed Deer Management Within the City of Mount Vernon, Ohio, and Modifying Ordinances in Conflict.


WHEREAS, the City of Mount Vernon recognizes the need to manage the white-tailed deer population within its corporate limits to prevent property damage and reduce the risk of deer-related accidents; and

WHEREAS, controlled bow hunting has been identified as a safe and effective method for deer population management in urban areas.

NOW, THEREFORE, be it ordained by the Council of the City of Mount Vernon, Ohio:

SECTION 1: That Chapter 149 of the Codified Ordinances be created, and reads as follows:
149.01 STATEMENT OF PURPOSES
The management of white-tailed deer within the City to prevent property damage and reduce the risk of deer-related accidents shall be through the use of bow hunting, which is a safe and effective method of deer population management in urban areas.
149.02 PERMIT REQUIREMENTS
(a) Eligibility: Only individuals aged 18 years or older are eligible to participate in the city’s deer hunting program.
(b) Application requirements: Before applying for a City Permit, the applicant shall possess an Ohio hunting license with applicable deer tags.
(c) Application Process: Prospective hunters must apply for a permit through the Mount Vernon Safety-Service Office, providing:

(1) Valid government-issued photo identification.

(2) An active Ohio hunting license and all applicable deer tags

(3) Evidence of liability insurance coverage with a minimum coverage of $100,000 for personal injury and property damage.

(4) Signed waiver of liability for the City.

(5) Payment of the permit fee as established by the City’s Control Board.
149.03 HUNTING REGULATIONS
(a) Authorized Equipment: Hunting is restricted to the use of bows, long bows and arrows, as defined in the rules and regulations promulgated by the Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR). Each arrow must be clearly marked with the hunter’s name corresponding with the name on the hunter’s City permit.
(b) Prohibited Areas: Hunting, as allowed by this ordinance, is prohibited on all City-owned property.
Season and Hours: Hunting is permitted only during the white-tailed deer bow hunting season established by the State of Ohio, from one-half an hour before sunrise to one-half an hour after sunset.
(c) Compliance with Laws: Hunters must adhere to all applicable state and local hunting laws and regulations.
(d) The Safety-Service Director is authorized to issue additional regulations to effectuate the implementation of the City’s White-Tailed Deer Management program, such regulations must be published on the City’s website at least 30 days before the start of the hunting season, unless stated to be because of an emergency.
149.04 SAFETY MEASURES
(a) Minimum Distance: No hunting activity shall occur within 500 feet of any inhabited dwelling, building, or public roadway.
(b) Landowner Permission: Hunters must obtain written permission from property owners before hunting on private property on an ODNR land permission slip signed by the landowner and carry this permission at all times during hunting activities.
(c) Reporting: All harvested deer must be reported to the Safety-Service Office within 48 hours, in addition to complying with the ODNR game check requirements.
149.05 ENFORCEMENT AND PENALTIES
(a) Civil. On a first violation of this ordinance the Safety-Service Director may issue a fine of up to fifty dollars ($50.00). All subsequent violations shall be punished by a fine of up to one hundred dollars ($100.00).  
(b) Criminal. In addition to any other penalty specified in this ordinance, any violation or failure to comply with the provisions in this ordinance may be charged under the appropriate provision of the hunting laws of the Ohio Revised Code.
(c) Permit Revocation: The Safety-Service Director, or his designee, may revoke hunting permits for any violations of this ordinance or any behavior deemed unsafe or contrary to the aims of this program.  The Safety-Service Director may not issue a permit to any person who has outstanding civil fines for violating this ordinance.
149.06 PROGRAM REVIEW
The Safety-Service Director shall provide an annual report to the City Council in May of each year for the prior season evaluating the effectiveness and safety of the municipal deer hunting program, with recommendations for any necessary adjustments.

SECTION 2: That Section 511.11 of the Codified Ordinances be amended as follows (additions are in bold):
(a)   No person shall hunt, kill or attempt to kill any animal or fowl by the use of firearms, bow and arrow, air rifle or any other means within the corporation limits of the City with the following exceptions:

(1) Between the Monday immediately following the first Sunday of February to the Sunday immediately following the last Saturday of September, a property owner within designated areas established by City Council may apply to the Division of Wildlife of the Ohio Department of Natural Resources for one or more “deer damage permits”. If issued, the property owner or his designee(s) may use only bow and arrow to harvest deer.

(2) During any controlled hunt for Canada Geese in Ariel-Foundation Park authorized and regulated by the Safety-Service Director.

(3) As allowed by Chapter 149.
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Bruce E. Hawkins, President of Council

PASSED: ____________________, 2025

ATTEST: _______________________________


     Todd Hill, Clerk of Council

APPROVED: _________________, 2025
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Matthew T. Starr, Mayor
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